Tree of Life
Although the neem seems to have endless possibilities, there are some disadvantages that need to be overcome. According to the NRC study, "the truth is that despite all its properties and promise, some impediments must be overcome and many uncertainties clarified before neem's potential can be fully realized." For example, neem products sometimes degrade and lose their pest-control properties when exposed to sunlight. This has been mitigated in some U.S. products by the addition of sunscreen. Cuomo said that the AgriDyne products do not contain sunscreen because it is not necessary for them to be effective. On a positive note, he said because of the UV breakdown and the hydrolysis of the neem products, they decompose rapidly, preventing buildup in the environment.
Although there appear to be few adverse human health effects of neem ingredients, further toxicity tests need to be conducted. Toxicity tests on fish and other wildlife also require investigation. Another disadvantage of the use of neem insecticides is that they kill insects by delayed action, so they work slower than synthetic pesticides. Consumers who have become accustomed to instant results may be impatient with the slower action of neem insecticides. Cuomo said that although AgriDyne's products are slow-acting, they are very effective if used for a full season.
Perhaps one of the greatest advantges of the neem is the fact that its fruits may be harvested without destroying the tree, making the neem more profitable standing than felled. As The researchers stressed that the association was found only in a minority of the families, and that other genes may be implicated in asthma as well. Still, in an article by the Associated Press, Marshall Plaut, chief of the asthma and allergy branch of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, said, "I think they might have at least a partial answer, and it could be very important."
Any answers as to how and why people develop asthma would be good news to the 12 million Americans who suffer from it. But answers to these questions alone will not stop the increasing rates of asthma, which has become a major environmental health threat, particulary among inner-city children who are more often exposed to allergens and air pollution and may be especially sensitive *Ata ffctas; many ast15 vi5on prn ;inthe0t Uit~ss0
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Recent studies sponsored by NIH and the National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) show that African-American children who live in urban areas are more likely to develop asthma than white children who live in the suburbs and more likely to die from it due to a lack of diagnosis or treatment. In an article in the Washington Post, epidemiologist Diane Wagener of the NCHS said, "Deaths due to asthma among children should 
